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Bihar SIR row: Supreme Court backs EC, saying...
‘Aadhaar not valid proof of citizenship’

First India Bureau
New Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday endorsed the
ECI's stance that Aad-
haar cannot be treated as
conclusive proof of citi-
zenship, stressing that it
must be independently
verified.

A bench led by Justice
Surya Kant made the ob-
servation during a hear-
ing on petitions challeng-
ing the Special Summary
Revision (SIR) of elec-
toral rolls in Bihar. “The
EC is correct in saving
Aadhaar cannot be ac-

Top Court observed
that the situation over
revision of electoral
rolls is largely due
‘trust deficit’ between
Election Commission
and the Opposition

cepted as conclusive
proof of citizenship. It
has to be verified,” Jus-
tice Kant told senior ad-
vocate Kapil Sibal, ap-
pearing for petitioners.
“It they don’t have the
power, everything ends.
But if they have the pow-
er, there can’t be a prob-
lem,” Justice Kant said.

SC RELIEF FOR OWNERS | SC CIRCULAR ON STRAY
OF 10-YR OLD VEHICLES ' DOGS INSIDE PREMISES

The SC on Tuesday “All leftover food

ordered protec- items must be

tion from coercive disposed of exclu-
action for owners of diesel sively in properly covered
vehicles over 10 years dustbins. This measure is
old and petrol vehicles crucial to prevent animals
over 15 years old in = from being attracted to
Delhi-NCR. Top \ and scavenging for
Court passed in- food, thereby sig-
terim order after nificantly reducing
Solicitor Gen- the risk of bites
eral Tushar and maintain-
Mehta, repre- ing hygiene
senting Delhi standards,”
government, SC isssued
sought relief. circular on
Tuesday.




SIR is largely a trust
deficit issue, says SC

Press Trust of India

letters@ hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Tuesday called the Bihar spe-
cial intensive revision (SIR) row
“largely a trust deficitissue” as
the Election Commission of
India (ECI) claimed roughly 65
million people of the total 79
million voting population didn’t
have to file any documents for
they or their parents featured in
the 2003 electoral roll.

The top court is hearing a
batch of pleas against the Elec-
tion Commission electoral roll
revision exercise in Bihar.

A bench of Justices Surya
Kant and Joymalya Bagchi dur-
ing the hearing remarked it
“largely appears to be a case of

trust deficit, nothing else”.

“If out of 7.9 crore voters, 7.24
crore voters responded to the
SIR, it demolishes theory of one
crore voters missing or disen-
franchised,” the bench told sen-
ior advocate Kapil Sibal, appear-
ing for petitioner and RJD leader
Manoj Jha.

The top court also agreed with
the EC decision to not accept
Aadhaar and voter cards as con-
clusive proofof citizenship in the
ongoing exercise and said it has
to be supported by other docu-
ments.

Sibal contended that despite
residents holding Aadhaar,
ration and EPIC cards, officials
refused to accept the documents,

The hearing would resume on
Wednesday.



EC: Objections
from parties not
In correct format

“lection Commission (EC)

Tuesday said objections
filed by opposition parties co-
uld not be processed under
the formal “claims and objec-
tions” mechanism as they we-
re sent “in bulk” rather than
individually, as required un-
der the prescribed procedure,
reports Manoj Chaurasia.
These are being treated as ge-
neral complaints and verified

» EC summons Bengal chief
secy over inaction, INSIDE FLAP

accordingly, it said.

The clarification came
after INDIA bloc parties ac-
cused EC of “doing politics”
and attempting to set a “nar-
rative” that no political party
had submitted complaints
about the draft voter roll pub-
lished on Augl. INSIDEFLAP
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Those in 03 Bihar rolls, their
kids don’t need any docu: EC

We’'ll Step In IfAny Irregular|t|es Found In SIR, Says SC

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The Election Com-
mission told Supreme Court on
Tuesday that those whose na-
mes were part of the 2003 Bihar
voters’ list would not be requi-
redtosubmitanything and that
their children too would be in-
cluded in the latest list once
they prove their relationship.

The statement is signifi-
cant in the context of the char-
gethat the special intensive re-
vision (SIR) of electoral rolls
being carried out in Bihar wo-
uld lead to mass exclusion of
voters. The last SIR in the state
was carried out in 2003.

The bench of Justices Su-
rya Kant and Joymalya Bagchi
said revision of electoral rolls
is aimed at weeding out dubio-
us and bogus voters. “Simply
someone is saying on affidavit
that he is an Indian and a resi-
dent of Bihar, without produ-

| 'EC MADE ME A GRANDMA'

Photo: AN|

made me a grandma in the process, it
is fine...
1990, same as Aadhaar... | can't help it

if in draft rolls 1990 has been made 1900

I'm thrilled. Finally, at 35, | may
get a chance to vote. If EC has

| had stated my year of birth as

—Minta Devi, ‘124-yr-old’ Patna voter

Application was obtained from Minta
Devi on Aug 10...for rectifying the
error... will be dealt with in claims
& objections phase

—Siwan collectorate

] Cong MP Priyanka Gandhi Vadra at an
W &‘ INDIA bloc protest against alleged voter

fraud and SIR on Parliament premises

» 2024 mandate was stolen
from Cong: Rahul, INSIDE FLAP

P Not vote, but ‘attention
chori’, says BJP, INSIDE FLAP

cing any documentary proof,
would he be entitled to be inclu-
ded in the voter list,” it remar-
ked, but added that it would
step in to take remedial measu-
resif irregularities are found.
Countering allegations of

mass exclusion and illegalities
in SIR, ECthroughsenioradvo-
cate Rakesh Dwivedi told the
bench that 6.5 crore voters do
not have tofile anything.

» Related report, P 13



Not for poll panel to determine

who is ¢

» Continued fromP1

TN wwu:h said booth-wise details of

J ! those dead (approximately 22

1/ lakh) and permanently mlgrated
(approximately 36lakh)had been given
to booth-level agents of political par-
tiesand nota single complaintof irreg-
ularity had been received.

Dwivedi said the 2003 list had 4.9
crorevotersand of the present 7.9 crore
voters, 7.24 crore had submitted their
enumeration forms.

For petitioners, senior advocate Ka-
pil Sibal and A M Singhvi found their
space to argue shrink due to intense
competition from other senior advo-
cates who put across points that seem-
ingly substantiated theirallegations—
the SIR process is illegal from incep-
tion as it was not authorised by law, the
procedure adopted was exclusionary
when itshould have been inclusive, and
that EC had no authority to debar any-
oneontheground thathe wasnotanIn-
diancitizen despite havingan Aadhaar
card. The bench, however, said Aad-
haar card did not prove nationality.

Sibal and Singhvi said majority of
Bihar's residents faced the wrath of
floods and had no access to documents.
Moreover, to delete a voter’sname from
the list, a lengthy procedure had to be
followed by the electoral registration
officer. Elections in the state are due in
Oct, so where is the time to do all this,
the counsel asked.

Singhvi said EC was not the institu-

Those who aren’t Indian citizens must be
excluded from the electoral rolls, said SC

was an Indian and who was not while
preparing the voters’list.

Drawing a line, however, the bench
said, “One who is an Indian citizen
must be included but those who are not
must be excluded.”

Activist-academic Yogendra Yadav,
who is one of the petitioners, argued
with graphics that Bihar has around
8.2croreadult votersand EC should en-
deavour to include all of them in the
voters’ list. But from the manner in
which EC is going ahead, it appears
that more than 1 crore voters would be
left out, he claimed, and produced two
persons from Raghopur constituency
—won by RJD chief Lalu Prasad twice
and his wife RabriDevithrice— whose

itizen,says Singhvi

Sibal and Singhvi said
majority of Bihar's
residents faced the wrath
of floods and had no
access to documents.
Moreover, to delete a
voter’s name from the list,
a lengthy procedure had to
be followed by the
electoral registration
officer

names have been deleted from the draft
voterlist by declaring them as dead.

Dwivedi said this drama was good
for TV studios but not in courtrooms.
Instead of bringing them to the cour-
troom, Yadav, who is computer savvy,
could have uploaded their details on
the website to get their names included
in the voter list. “Instead of creating
obstacles and hindrances, if the pet-
itioners could help the EC in complet-
ing the exercise, the voter list would be
prepared smoothly,” he said.

Justice Bagchitold Yadav: “The two
persons you showed may be errors
which can be corrected through the
standard operating procedure provid-
ed for SIR.” However, the bench compli-
mented Yadav for a good analysis and

quality assistance.
Arguments will continue on
Wednesday.



2024 mandate stolen
from Cong: Rahul

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Rahul Gandhi
on Tuesday told Congress
that the “2024 mandate” was
stolenfrom it, as the party fi-
nalised a three-stage cam-
paign over two months to in-
tensify its protest
against “vote chori”,
starting with a na-
tionwide torchlight
march on the eve of
Independence Day;

At a meeting of
Congress office bear-

was doing voterlistanalyses
In many more seats.

Rahul alluded to the pos-
sibility of more revelations,
when he urged patience and
told reporters, “picture abhi
baakihai”. “Thereisnotjust
oneseat (wherethereis ‘vote
chori’) but a number
of seats. This is being
done at a national lev-
| el and systematically.
EC knows it and we
know 1t too,” Rahul
said.

Congress will take

ers chaired by party
chief Mallikarjun Kharge,
Rahul is said to have re-
marked that the Lok Sabha
election results would have
gone in favour of Congress
but the party was robbed of
it. He is said to have men-
tioned that Congress lost
over 40 seats owing to voter
list manipulation like his
“expose” on the Mahadevap-
ura assembly constituency
in Bangalore Central LS
seat.

Sources sald Congress
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out a “mashaal ma-
rch” at every district head-
quarters on the night of Aug
14 targeting BJP over “ma-
nipulation of voterslists”. It
will then hold rallies in all
state capitals between Aug
22-Sept 7. From Sept 15-Oct
15, the party will run a mas-
sive signature campaign to
“save the right to vote” and
to “serve as a referendum
against BJP'sdestruction of
democracy”. All three pro-
grammes will be titled “vote
chor, gaddi chhod”.



EC summons
Bengal chief
secy over
Inaction

Kolkata: EC on Tuesday sum-
moned Bengal chief secretary
Manoj Pant to New Delhi by
5pm Wednesday to explain in
person why no action was tak-
en against four state officials
and a contractual data entry
operator accused of failing to
prevent bogus voter entries in
two assembly segments, re-
ports Debashis Konar.

EC had ordered suspen-
sion of all five, FIRs naming
them, and initiation of disci-
plinary proceedings, setting a
Monday 3pm deadline for an
action-takenreport. Pant’sre-
plysaidan inquiry was under-
way, one official had been re-
moved from poll duty, and the
contractual employee taken
off election work.

The accused — posted in
Baruipur East and Moyna
constituencies — allegedly
failed to prevent inclusion of
108 fake voters. Investigators
are probing whether the offi-
cials shared passwords with
subordinates, enablingtheen-
tries.

CM Mamata Banerjee has
publicly said she will not sus-
pend the officials or be “intim-
idated” by EC. Sources said
Pant may tell EC that hasty
suspensions, especially of
two Bengal civil service cadre
officials, would demoralise
state employees.

Inanearlier letter, Pant ar-
gued that proceeding against
officials “who have contin-
uously demonstrated sinceri-
ty and competence” before an
inquiry would be “dispropor-
tionately harsh”. He also said
their wide-ranging govt du-
ties may have led them to dele-
gate functions “in good faith”
to subordinates.
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Oppn didn't file SIR claims
In right format: Poll panel

War SR = -
Y

Clarifies After
INDIA Bloc
Protests ‘False
Narrative’

Manoj.Chaurasia
@timesofindia.com

Patna: Election Commis-
sion on Tuesday defended its
handling of Bihar’s SIR of
electoral rolls, claiming that
the objections from opposi-
tion parties could not be
processed under the formal
“claims and objections”
mechanism as they were
sent “inbulk” rather than in-
dividually, asrequired under
prescribed procedure.

EC, however, added that
such submissions were be-
ing treated as general com-
pla-ints and verified accord-
ingly.

The clarification came af-
ter INDIA bloc parties ac-
cused EC of “doing politics”
and attempting to set a “nar-
rative” that no political par-
ty had submitted complaints
about the draft voterroll pub-
lished on Augl.

The EC’s bulletin reiter-
ated that no “claims or objec-
tions” had been filed by any
of the 12 recognised national
and state parties in the 11
days since publication. How-
ever, it confirmed receiving
13,970 claims and objections
directly from individual vot-
ers, 341 of which have al-
ready been disposed of.

RJD’s Tejashwi Yadav
said the bloc was not ques-
tioning SIR but the manner
in which it was carried out.
“There could be no bigger
crime than an elector mis-
sing the chance to cast their
vote,” he said. He accused
BJP of misusing the poll
panel to achieve “what it has
failed todoitself.”

Congress neta in Bihar
assembly, Shakeel Ahmad
Khan, alleged “an uncounta-
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.Sonia Gandhi and opposition MPs at the protest against SIR Tuesday

ble number” of claims and
objections had been sent to
EC. He said Rahul Gandhi’s
request for an appointment
to present proof of “vote cho-
ri” was declined. CPI-ML
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state secretary Kunal al-
leged that EC was “trying to
set

a narrative” that nothing
was wrong with the poll
rolls.
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